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Press Release 

ETRMA welcomes the Product Safety and Market Surveillance Package 
The package helps establishing a level playing field between all actors in 
the European market and gives more certainty of safety and compliance 
to European Consumers. 

 

Brussels, 15 February 2013 – ETRMA welcomes the publication by the Commission of the Product Safety and 
Market Surveillance Package. ETRMA has since long asked for a solid market surveillance system that would put 
on an equal footing all competitors in Europe, not only to protect consumers from illegal and unsafe products, 
but also to protect those companies that are heavily investing in compliance with EU regulations. This need was 
also recognised by the High Level Group of CARS 211

The package includes two Regulations: one on Consumer Products Safety and one on Market Surveillance for 
Products. It also includes a Communication on Safer and compliant products for Europe, which sets out a multi-
annual plan for market surveillance. Finally, it includes a report on the implementation of Regulation 765/2008. 

, which voiced the concerns of the European automotive 
industry to protect its competitiveness.  

The proposed text for a Regulation on Market Surveillance includes clear obligations for the Market Surveillance 
Authorities of the Member States. These are aimed not only at ensuring the safety of the products, but also 
checking that they comply with EU Regulations.  

This is particularly important for the tyre industry as recent testing campaign showed that about 10% of all tyres 
checked were non-compliant with REACH regulations on PAHs content. Other campaigns showed that 20% of 
checked motorcycles were fitted with non homologated tyres.  

These two examples alone make the need for proper market surveillance particularly urgent as well as show the 
need to involve the industry in carrying out compliance tests. ETRMA also strongly supports other initiatives 
included in the package such as the establishment European Market Surveillance Forum to share information 
and run operations and the possibility for Market Surveillance Authorities to charge fines on non-compliant 
economic operators. Furthermore, ETRMA welcomes the wish to allocate more financial support to existing 
informal cooperation groups (ADCOs), like the one recently created for tyre labelling. 

“The Regulation on Market Surveillance takes the first necessary steps to make sure that game changing 
Regulations are respected by all players on the European market” said Ms Cinaralp, Secretary General of ETRMA. 
“It is now our hope that the European Institutions will move fast on turning into legislation the 20 Actions for 
safer and compliant products for Europe and particularly those concerning products entering the EU. Today, the 
EU industry’s competitiveness is increasingly being undermined due to market distortion arising when non-
compliant products are placed on the EU market” she continued. 

The tyre sector is one of the most heavily regulated in Europe and all players in Europe should be bound to 
respect these rules to ensure a level playing field for the industry and safety for European consumers.  

*** 

For further information, please contact Ms. Marta Conti, Advisor for Trade and Parliamentary Affairs 
*** 

About ETRMA: ETRMA is the leading voice of tyre and rubber goods producers in Europe. The tyre and rubber 
sectors employ in Europe about 370,000 people for a total turnover of €50 bn. 
ETRMA’s tyre corporate members are Apollo Vredestein, Bridgestone Europe, Cooper Tires, Continental, 
Goodyear Dunlop Tires Europe, Hankook Tire Europe, Marangoni, Michelin, Mitas, Nokian Tyres, Pirelli Tyre, and 
Trelleborg Wheel Systems. 
                                                 
1 CARS 21 – High Level Group Final Report, p. 83  
http://www.etrma.org/uploads/Modules/Documentsmanager/cars-21-final-report-2012_en.pdf  
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