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Press Release 

Bridgestone’s Franco ANNUNZIATO elected President of ETRMA 
 
 
 
 

Frankfurt, 13th September 2017 – The Board of Directors of the European Tyre and Rubber Manufacturers’ 
Association, today elected Bridgestone EMEA’s Vice President and Senior Advisor Mr Franco Annunziato as 
President of the Association. At the same meeting, Mr Thierry du Granrut, from the Syndicat National du 
Caoutchouc et des Polymères, was confirmed as Vice President for a second term. Both terms are effective as of 1st 
January 2018 for a three-year mandate. 
This is the first time that Bridgestone takes the Presidency of the European Association, showing the continued 
commitment of the Company to the industry as a whole and confirming its European presence and interests.  
“The change at ETRMA’s helm comes at an interesting time for the industry with a new wave of regulatory 
initiatives that will engage the industry and the European institutions in the near future” said ETRMA’s Secretary 
General, Ms Cinaralp, welcoming the new President. “On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank our outgoing 
President, Mr Kötz, who proved to be an engaged, driven and committed President, leading ETRMA through 
important successes, particularly with regard to Market Surveillance”. 
Mr Kötz, confirmed his satisfaction in this respect: “when I took office three years ago, I did so asking for a 
paradigm shift- from regulating to enforcing in order to achieve a level playing field and maintain the 
competitiveness of the industry. With the launch in 2016 of MsTyr15 and the revision of the Approval and Market 
Surveillance of Motor Vehicles Regulation, I think the foundations have been laid for more effective, stronger 
market surveillance”. 
Mr Annunziato, on accepting the appointment, thanked the Board for this opportunity: “we look forward to continue 
the great work done so far by the Association, to deal with the challenges that keep arising as well as to make the 
most of the opportunities. As Mr Kötz said the path of our industry is clear: we keep innovating to care of our 
employees, the environment, and the consumers; to ensure the sustainability of the industry and the environment it 
works in, as ETRMA President I will continue to lead the Association in this direction”. 
The Board of ETRMA also approved the membership of Prometeon Tyre S.r.l., as Affiliate member from September 
2017.  
Finally, the ETRMA’s Annual Report as well as its Statistics Report -Edition 2017 were published today. The 
reports offer a summary of the main topics on which the Industry worked in the past eighteen months as well as the 
priorities on which the industry will focus going ahead. The European Tyre and Rubber Industry remains a 
stronghold of European manufacturing and a stable and reliable partner in the automotive value-chain.  

***ends*** 
For further information, please contact Marta Conti, Communication Manager 

Notes for the editors: 
Launched today in Frankfurt, the Annual and Statistics reports of ETRMA are available at these links: 
• ETRMA’s annual report: http://www.etrma.org/uploads/Modules/Documentsmanager/20170905---etrma-

annual-report-2016-17---final.pdf    
• ETRMA’s statistics booklet: http://www.etrma.org/uploads/documents/20170912%20-

%20Statistics%20booklet%202017%20-%20FINAL%20web.pdf  
 
The industry employs directly more than 360 000 people with a turnover of €73B in 2016, which constitutes about 
half a point of the EU turnover. ETRMA’s membership include the following tyre manufacturers: APOLLO 
VREDESTEIN, BRIDGESTONE EUROPE, BRISA, COOPER TIRES, CONTINENTAL, GOODYEAR DUNLOP 
TIRES EUROPE, HANKOOK, MARANGONI, MICHELIN, NOKIAN TYRES, PIRELLI TYRE, PROMETEON Tyre 
S.r.l., and TRELLEBORG WHEEL SYSTEMS. Associations in the following countries are also members of 
ETRMA: Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Spain and the UK. 
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